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PEACHES ON PLUM STOCKS. 

| We have made some remarks in this num- 
“Ug ber, upon grafting Pear scions on the Apple. 
= (There is another branch of fruit culture, 
which has, as yet, obtained little attention 
‘among us, that is, the cultufe of the peach 
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OUR HOME, OUR COUNTRY, AND OUR BROTHER MAN, | 








WILL THE APPLE STOCK DOFOR 
RAISING PEARS UPON? 

We have been frequently asked this ques-| 
tion, by those who are beginning the culture | 
of pears, and have not pear stocks into which | 


they can graft the pear scions that they wish | 


———— 





and apricot on the plum stock. ‘The peach 
and apricot do not flourish so well in our 
climate asin other parts of New England 
farther south, but the plum is perfectly hardy 
with us, It is slower in its growth than the 
peach, and hence might induce, by its supply- 
ing a less quantity of sap than the roots of the 
peach itself, a more slow and hardy growth 
ofthe peach grafted into it. In England, 
according to accounts published in that coun- 


Arpte Trees. ‘They who cultivate apple | [From thé American Agricultarist.| 


orchards should take especial care to keep | YANKEE FARMING=No. IV. 

down the suckers or sprouts which issue from | Mr. Doolittle’s argument with Maj. Good- 
the roots. These produce not only a very ell, on raising Potatoes. ‘Ill tell ye what, 
unseemly appearance, but tend greatly todi- | Major,” said Uncle Sim, pitching his voice 
minish the vigor and productiveness of the | jn 9 loud key, and cocking his eye sharply up, 
| trees. When the suckers are removed great “as for drivin’ oxen, though a little man, you 
_care should be exercised not to injure the pa- be big punkins and no mistake. I'll never 
jrentstem by a too hard detachment, The | dispute that pint with ye—I gin in at once; 
process may be easily performed with a sharp 'but, as for plantin’ taters, hain’t I done it, 
knife, of large size, and the fresh wood pro- | man and boy, this fifty year or more, as my 
tected by a paying of some viscid and tena-| father did afore me? And whose bring most 
_cious substance, which will have a tendency in market now, yourn or mine? Jest tell me 
effectually to secure the wound from the ac- that, eh? O, yes, let us hear it, Major,” he 
tion of atmospheric agents, and obviate the added, in a softer tone, and with a self-evi- 
| evils of decay and rot inthe trunk. Some - rer? berber ss eS eet he 
inexperienced persons greatly miss the mark ping bis Dosepes pocket, a8 If be Bad the ox, 








I’m takin the shine out on ’em in good farm-| REARING DUCKS. 

in’; but I don’t mind ’em. ‘He preaches well! ‘The old ducks, if they have not access to 
who does well.’ ‘Don’t look for honey in a/| creeks or rivers, where they will find food 
nest 0’ wasps.’ ‘Ye can’t make a augur hole adapted to their nature, should have animal 
with a gimblet.’ ‘Empty vessels make the | food mixed with their grain or meal, and if it 
most noise.’ But I’m gittin’ afore my story. | be expected of them to lay well, attention 


to cultivate. We believe that the experience | try, this plan is pursued with octane The 
of the most observing fruit culturists, is this, re someone awortea in thelr growth, 
viz: that the pear will flourish upon the ap- jane aré‘not quite 6o long lived, but they'pro- 
ple a little while, and then decay. We have | duce fruit much earlier and more abundantly 
known the pear to be engrafted into the ap- wae, Sey live. i may ” supesrert ite 
ple, to grow, produce fruit abundantly for s at present, to give the experiment a fair trial, 
year or two, and then, without any apparent | hut pashage ite Bes a8. eavannererer 
cause, dwindle away and die. ‘The only use women mnoute We “Gating tp enatyy tes 
we have ever made of apple stocks for pears, | grafting oe  inaee, ae ee 
is, as a sort of place for the preservation and | ors Save tried thts. pipe, wy choued Se Ropes 


: , \to learn the result. 
propagation of scions, when there are no pear | m4 et 
i 


stocks at hand into which you can place them. | CATERPILLARS. 

Quite an extensive set of experiments with | ‘The following directions for destroying cat- 
the pear upon the apple, were instituted a erpillars and other noxious insects infesting 
few years ago by a gentleman in Ohio, the trees, were originally promulgated, if we mis- 
results of which were published in Hovey’s |take not, by M. Taten, who was rewarded 
Magazine of Horticulture, (Vol. XII,) from | for his discovery by the Societies of Paris, 
which the inference is that no reliance can be | Nearly a century ago: 











placed on the apple as a permanent stock for 


pears, 


He suggests the propriety of grafting the | 
apple tree roots, if grafted at all to pears, 
with a long scion, with a view of its putting | 


‘Take of common black or bar-soap, of the 
best quality, 1 3-4 lbs.; flour of sulphur, 1 3-4; 
mushrooms of any kind, 2 lbs.; and rain or 
river water, 15gallons. Pour one-half of the 
water into a barrel of convenient size, and 


out roots also, and thus become virtually es- | stir in the soap until it hecomes dissolved; and 


tablished on its own roots. 
| 


Of twenty varieties that he grafted on ap- 
ple tree stocks, six failed to grow at all; six-| 
teen other varieties grew but indifferently, | 
and but three or four varieties grew tolerably 
well. We believe that this result will accord | 
well with the experience of all who have | 
tried the apple upon the pear. 





} 
MIXING SOILS. 

There is often an advantage in mixing soils | 
which will pay well for the labor. It is al- 
most always the case that when in digging 
wells or cellars, if some of the bottom earth, | 
which comes from a depth of several feet 
from the surface of the ground, be spread 
upon land that has been sometime cultivated, | 
or even upon grass lands, a stimulus is given 
to the crop that is quite surprising. 
A year or two ago, we visited a farmer in | 
one of the upper counties of this State, whom | 
we found carting coarse, gravelly loam into | 
his barn-yard. He stated that he found much 
benefit with such material among his barn- 
yard manure, and fancied that the juices of 
the manure dissolved a part of the gravel or 
something else, and that produced the benefit 
to his crops. We supposed, however, that it 
was owing to the mixing of soils, by which, 
not only the texture of the surface soils was 
changed, but probably other materials, or in- 








gredients supplied that were lacking in the 


soil which received the dressing. We all | 
know that after draining a boggy piece of | 
ground, if there be any chance to mix sand, | 


gravel or loam with it, a manifest improve- 
ment is effected; and we also know that if the 
muck or peat of the bog be hauled on to the 
upland, and its acids neutralized by long ex- 
posure to the weather, or by ashes, &c., great 
benefit is obtained. So also if sand or gravel 
be hauled upon stiff clays, or clay put on 
sandy and gravelly soils, a mutual improve- 
ment is effected. Perhaps the benefit would 
not always pay forthe expense, but where 
the mixing can be done easily and at reason- 
able cost, it is oftentimes a good plan to mix 
them thoroughly. 


INDIAN CORN FOR FODDER. 

As the season of planting corn is now upon 
us, it may not be amiss to suggest to those 
who are disposed to try the experiment, that 
the northern corn sown in drills about two 
feet apart, or even a foot apart, will afford a 
large amount of fodder for your cows, and 
that the southern corn, sown broadcast, will 
also afford a large amount of green fodder for 
the like purpose. Last year, from pressure 
of other business, we were not able to have 
any sown in drills, and we found at the close 
of summer that we missed a very essential 
aid to the furnishing an early supply of suc- 
culent fodder as the grass began to fail. A 
few years ago, we planted about a fourth of 
an acre of well manured land with corn in 
drills, two feet apart, and a row of flat 
turnips between each drill of corn, As soon 
as the ears of corn began to fill, we plucked 
them off and fed them to the hog—then we 
cut up the stalks that had been thus deprived 
of the corn, as occasion required, for the 
cows, and when these were gone we fed out 
the turnips. We think a quarter of an acre 
of land thus managed will yield as much 
green food as in any way we can manage it. 











ENCOURAGING THE GROWTH OF THE Oak, 
The oak is one of the most useful trees in 
many of the arts, and in Europe, great en- 
couragement is given to its cultivation. In 
the United States little trouble is taken to 
propagate it. We see that the Essex County 
Agricultural Society have commenced giving 
encouragement to its culture. 

R. S. Fay, Eeq., of Lynn, Mass., has 
placed to the disposal of that Society, the lib- 
eral sum of one hundred dollars, to be award- 
ed to the best plantation of oaks. 

In Maine, the oak, especially the white 
oak, is not so generally distributed asin Mas- 
sachusetts, and yet there are many sections 
of the State where it seems to be at home. 
Would it not be well if our Agricultural*So- 
cieties would take the matter into considera- 
tion, and encourage the culture of this useful 
and noble tree more generally? 





then add the mushrooms after they have been 
brushed. Next tie up the sulphur in a coarse 
open cloth, with a stone, or other weight suf- 
ficiently heavy to cause to sink, and boil it in 
the other half of the water, for the space of 
twenty minutes. While boiling, stir the li- 
quid freely and squeeze the bag of sulphur 
thoroughly, before you take it out. As soon 
as the water is taken off the fire, pour it into 
the barrel with the other ingredients, with 
which it must be well mixed. Stir the com- 
pound once at least every day until it becomes 
feetid in the highest degree; for experience 
has shown, that the older and more offensive 
the liquid, the quicker isitsaction. ‘The bar- 


rel should be closely covered at all times, ex- 


cept when stirring the liquid or applying it 
to the trees. When it is required to use the 
mixture, itis only necessary to sprinkle it 
over the plants or trees, which may be done 
very effectually by a garden engine or syringe.” 


Mr. Gordon, the superintendent of the or- 
namental department of the garden of the 
London Horticultural Society, has demon- 
strated, by a series of accurate and and elab- 
orate experiments, that ‘‘the scale insect, and 
all its young ones, eggs included, may be ef- 
fectually destroyed, and even dissolved, by 
means of water heated to to a temperature of 
140 deg., F., and this, too, without injury to 
the bark of the tree on which the insect feeds.” 
This is certainly a discovery of much impor- 
tance, and will be hailed, we have no doubt, 
by pomologists, and by all engaged in the cul- 
tivation of fruit trees, as deserving their sin- 
cerest thanks. In some remarks, touching 
this discovery, a recent writer observes :— 

«Water, at a temperature of 140 deg., un- 
doubtedly would destroy the young, tender 
leaves of plants; therefore, it should be ap- 
plied, if possible, before the trees put forth. 
It is not improbable that this method will be 
found applicable to most other insects which 
infect woody plants and trees. Boiling hot 
water has been applied with success to the 
vines and peach trees for killing insects, with- 
out any apparent injury therefrom.” = w. 





BARLEY. 

This grain is extensively cultivated in many 
of the States, and supplies a very common 
and not ungrateful substitute for wheat. The 
constituents of barley, taking the haulm and 
grain together, leave, upon incineration, 7.04 
per cent of ashes, while oats, a far more com- 
mon crop, leave 5.73. That both barley and 
oats belong to the class of silica plants, is 
abundantly demonstrated by the analysis of 
the ashes, the ashes of the latter furnishing 
62 per cent of silica and 25 per cent of lime 
salts, and the ashes of the former, 25 per cent 
of lime salts and 55 per cent of silica, (sand.) 
Many have affected to believe that the oat 
demands, for its healthy and successful devel- 
opment, a nutriment essentially different from 
that required by any other species of cultivat- 
ed grain. This superstition, however, is 
hardly of a class to warrant a serious effort at 
refutation; yet a slight error may, under cer- 
tain circumstances, be productive of most 
disastrous results. We shall again allude to 
this subject, and endeavor to point out some 
few of the many existing and popular errors 
noticable im the ordinary cultivation and man- 
agement of these valuable and prolific grains. 


w. 





Seeps. Procure the best, even though you 
should be compelled to pay a high price for 
them. If you have failed to produce good 
grain or vegetables, reserve such as you have 
grown, for other purposes, and purchase the 
best and most excellent you can find, ‘This is 
the only correct policy for farmers to adopt. 

w. 





Remepy ror tHe Borer in rue Aprie 
Tree. Mr. J. M.C., of Perth Amboy, N. 
J., writes us that he has found an effectual 
remedy against the attack of the apple tree 
borer (Saperda bivitatta), first by scraping 
away the earth from the roots of the tree, and 
extracting the worms from the wood, with a 
sharp-pointed instrument, or chisel, and then 
plastering over the roots and wounded parts 
of the trunk, with common mortar, formed of 
lime and sand, after which the earth is put 
back, and the tree treated in the usual way, 

(Am. -Agriculturist. 


in pruning their fruit and ornamental trees, 
| they cut too far from the body of the tree or 
branch, and do not take sufficient care to se- 
cure the wound, Ifa limb or branch, be ab- 
scinded close to the point from which it issues, 


taken off at the distance of two or three inch- 
es, the stump will decay, finally become care- 
ous or rotten, and produce a morbid condition 
or diseased action throughout the entire sys- 
tem. w. 


[For the Maine Farmer.) 


FENCES. 

Me. Evrrorn—Through your paper, | will 
suggest a few things about fences. It is ap- 
parent to all that wooden fencing stuff is get- 
ting very scarce in this State, and will soon 
be so dear that few farms will pay the ex- 
pense of fencing. As a substitute, I propose 
to set out trees, in rows, about eighteen to 
twenty-four inches apart. ‘Take our common 
forest trees, such as will sprout from the root, 
and small ones that can be handled easily, and 
set them along where an old fenceis. ‘Then, 
as soon as they get well rooted and large 
evough so that cattle cannot push them over, 
nail two or more battens on them, and they 
will make a good and durable fence. It would 
be well, also, to keep them well trimmed up 
to a good height, so as to form good, straight, 
handsome bodies for timber. If the farmers 
would adopt this method of fence, it would 


| permanent fences, a good shield against high 
winds, and a plenty of habitations for birds, 
and situations that the boys could not handily 
climb to rob and destroy the nests. Besides 
the above advantages, this method would be 
laying up, in store for future time, a large 
and valuable stock of timber for future use, 
especially if the bodies should be kept well 
trimmed up, so as to make them grow tall 
and slim. Every farmer could, at leisure 
times, make a considerable piece of this fence 
every year, and in a few years get his farm 
well fenced. Puivo. 
Portland, May 1, 1848. 





Goop cows. Mr. Holmes—Having read 
several communications, in the Farmer, re- 
specting cows, | have concluded to relate 
something of the doings of mine, although 
they are of the common old fashioned breed. 
In the year 1946, I had a cow nine years ol, 
and a heifer two years old, and raised a calf. 
The season was extremely dry, and the pas- 
ture over-stocked. I made four hundred 
pounds of butter, and the cows had no extra 
keeping. In 1847, with the same cows, I 
raised a calf, and made five hundred and 
twenty pounds of butter, without extra keep- 
ing for the cows, and I used at least half a 
pint of cream daily, both years. 

A Supscriser. 

Wiscasset, May 1, 1848. 





STEAM FOR EXTINGUISHING Fires, .Mr. 
Holmes—I have observed, in your paper and 
some others, a notice of a valuable discovery, 
by Mr. Simon Broadmeadow, of a method of 
extinguishing fires by the use of steam—and 
where the steam can be confined within the 
walls of a building, or the sides of a vessel, 
there can be no doubt of its efficiency for that 
purpose. 

This method of extinguishing fires was 
adopted by Lieut. Fayrer, of the Royal Na- 
vy, and I think patented by him, in England, 
and was fitted up on board the British steam- 
er “Liverpool,” commanded by bim in 1839, 
for the purpose of putting out the fires in the 
coal bunkers, which are very liable to spon- 
taneous combustion. The pipes, conveying 
the steam, were connected from the boilers to 
the coal bunkers, and the steam could, by 
means of stop cocks, be turned on in a mo- 
ment. ‘The pipes also served for heating the 
cabins, by grated openings through the floor. 

The present inventor no doubt deserves 
much credit for his labors, and for demon- 
strating this use of steam, and will probably 
have no objection to have justice done to his 
predecessor. 

A diagram of the apparatus may be found 
in the library of this State. Navrticus. 

Augusta, May 1, 1848. 


Winter squisn. Mr. Samuel O. Tabor 








feet in extent, devoted to winter squashes. 
The yield was 700 pounds, of which 670 lbs. 
were sold for $10. The product was at the 
rate of 15,900 Ibs. per acre, and at the price 
for which the above portion was sold, would 
be worth $237.31. ‘The soil is described as 
“yellow loam”?—the manure from hog-yard. 


necked variety, and were planted in hills six 
feet apart. [Albany Cultivator. 





How ro cLean tHe Cuimyeys or Lames. 
W hen the chimneys of lamps become foul, or 


wipe them perfeetly dry. 








cows eat it greedily. [Albany Cultivator. 


of Slatersville, R. 1., gives us the result of 
the product of a piece of ground, 40 by 50 bienia, whiskies Senldefive,:T proved test 


covered with a white crust, that can neither 
be washed off, nor removed in the usual way, 
rub the inside with whiting and strong vine- 
gar, and then rinse with clean water, and 


Weaey ror cows. The Herkimer darymen 
give their whey to the cows, finding it more 
profitable than to feed it to their hogs. Most 


tra cash there, he had obtained for bis pota- 
toes, to jingle in a climax to his dogmatic as- 
sertions. “Wal, now, ain’t there Squire 
Jones, and ain’t he got more larnin’ than a 
dozen on us all put together? He never dis- 
putes my taters, but ollous asks in his perlite 





the formation of new wood, in the process of | way when we meet in the spring, ‘Mr. Doo- 
growth, will soon cover the wound, and pre- | 


little, my good sir,’ says he, ‘anything new in 


vent all bad effects to the tree; but if it be |the way of potatoes this year? Any new ex- 


periments? Any new facts? And does your 
choice seed continue to hold good? You 
know I am no competitor with you in the 
market; T only cultivate them for my own 
family wants; and whose so good as yours?” 
Wal, now, that is clever, and Squire Jones is 
a gentleman, every inch on him; and | meau 
to vote for him for justice o’ the peace and 
assemblyman, as long as he will consent to 
sarve the public; and for congressman, too, 
or leftenant governor, if he is sot up, as they 
talked on all this winter.” 

Now, although Major Goodell was the best 
drummer in the regiment, and it was allowed, 
on all hands, that he could make more noise 
than any other man on a field day, beating the 
‘double drag” at its bead, still he could not 
hold a coon skin to Uncle Sim, in a set argu- 
ment; he therefore very wisely abstained 
from a reply, and instead thereof, gave a hitch 
forward with his right leg, as if his drum 
were resting against it, drew a sharp whistling 
breath by way of pitching his tune, and then 
commenced beating a rattling rub-a-dub quick 
step, with the palms of his hands, on the low- 
er region of his stomach, thinking, doubtless, 
that if he could not rebut Uncle Sim’s dogged 


answer several valuable purposes—safe and | assertions, he could at least drown the noise 


of them in a reveille, on bis imaginary drum- 
head. 

It was at the commencement of this scene 
that I happened to be passing, and becoming 
interested in the matter, I took a neighbor’s 
liberty of stopping to hear it out. I found 
that Mr. Doolittle had exhausted all but two 
yokes of his poor miserable steers, wintered 
on bog hay, with the spring’s work of carting 
out manure, and plowing his corn land, and 
was obliged to employ Major Goodell’s crack 
team to assist him in plowing his potato 
ground, agreeing to pay him in an exchange 
of days’ work at hoeing time. While they 
were preparing their plows for operation, 
they had got into an argument on the subject 
of raising potatoes; the Major contending 
that land which had been first cropped with 
coro, and then heavily dressed with fresh 
barn-yard manure, rank sea weed, or other 
putrescent vegetable matter, spread broadcast 
and plowed under, and then manuring with 
the same in addition in the hill, was the best 
for potatoes; and furthermore that the richest 
soil, such as was rather moist, because the 
coldest, was the most suitable for this crop. 
To this, Uncle Sim was totally opposed; 
*the’d hear nothin’ about it; taters raised in 
sich a way on sich a sile, ollous had a tangy 
taste—was watery, and would rot now-a-days, 
in spite o’ all a body could do, ‘Yes, Major, 
I can git a big crop so, but what’s it good fur? 
Jest tell me that, will ye? Not fit for a hog 
to eat—then howsomedever less for a human 
critter, I aint agoin’ to spile my seed in sich 
doin’s; and ye may drum, Major, till ye beat 
your belly off, and you won’t turn me—not 
you. I'll tell ye what, Sargeant, and I’m glad 
ye’re here now to larn it”—he continued, 
turning round to me, andcocking his eye with 
great earnestness; “if ye want good taters 
and a good crop, this is the way to git ’em. 
‘Take an old pastur, with a thick sod, that got 
rich itself; let it be sound and pooty dry sile, 
yet none o’ ye’re grav’ly knolls; and don’t let 
a critter come on to it in the spring. By the 
first o’ June the grass gits well up, then put 
in the team; turn a furrer six inches deep, 
and one foot wide, over the ’jining sod; gee 
about to the eend o’ the furrer, and ture up 
another jest like the first, layin’ its edge close 
along side on’t, as it turns over. This leaves 
aclean soddy ridge two foot wide. Mind 
and foller arter the surface plow with a deep 
sub-sile plow, stirrin’ up the airth six inches 
deeper, and this will grow rich from the dews 
by hoein’ time, and be loose and meller, and 
all be wanted for billin’ up. This is a fact I 
got last year from Squire Jones.” Yes, I put 
in here, and he got that idea from a book, so 
that’s book learning, if you please, Mr. Doo- 
litle. ‘‘Wal, it ain’t book larnin’ for me, 
which I don’t believe in,” he stouily added. 
“I tell ye what, Sargeant, Squire Jones telled 
me that, himself, and it’s a first rate fact o° 


year to my benefit, so don’t interrupt me agin. 
Now, in the center o’ this ridge o’ turned-up 
sod, about which I was a tellin’ on ye, make 
holes three inches deep and a foot apart the 
whole length on’t, with a corner o’ the hoe, 
witbout disturbin’ the sod, and drop a piece 
o’ cut tater; put over this a pint o’ air-slacked 


The squashes were of the striped crook- ten, oF a0 emnoh of enumiinshed ah- 
es, (the two first are the surest though,) turn 
the raised airth back over the seed, give it a 
spat with the flat 0’ the hoe, and so go on, 








The taters will only want one hoein’; and the | 
time to do this, is jest afore the flowers is 
ready to set. Then run a one-horse plow 
down and back each row, turnin’ the dirt to 
the taters.” “Now ye’ll find the benefit o’ the 
sub-silin’; for the way the rich meller airth 
will turn up,” continued Uncle Sim, looking 
very consequential and wise, at the same time 
turning his body abruptly round on bis right 
heel, and flourishing his arms, which came 
within an inch of upsetting both the doughty | 
little Major and myself—‘will b- bootiful; | 
and a grandacious fact to all sight see-ers. 

Yes, and to them as don’t see, and is so con- 

trary as don’t believe nothin’ ’cept what they 

think they know themself; but self-consate 

ollous makes a man obstinate. Wal, put in 
the hoes now and hill up well, and ye won’t | 
find a weed scarcely in the field all summer, 

| nor a Spear o’ grass, nor anything else, *cept 
the thick tater vines, coverin’ the ground like 
a deep green mat. Dig ’em up airly in the 
fall, and not a speck o’ rotten tater will ye 
find in a kundred; and if the season hasn’t 
been very dry, what big ones they’!l roll out, 
eh! And how smooth and thin, and kinder 
shiny in their skins, and so mealy to eat,” 
continued the eloquent Mr. Doolittle, sinack- 
ing his lips, “‘no wonder I git about two times 
as much a bushel for ’em as anybody else in 
our town; for they’re worth it. Yes, Sar- 
geant, they’re worth it,” nodding his head 
emphatically, ‘‘as all the sloop captings say, 
who go tradin’ down to York, with taters and | 
inions.” And then he sung: 


“ ‘Little boats should keep near shore, 
Larger ones may venture more.’ ” | 


That’s a fact, Mr. Doolittle, { replied, and 
nothing gives me more pleasure than to ac- 
knowledge your skill in cultivating potatoes, | 
the more especially as we are so often at log- | 
gerheads on many other matters. You are a_ 
scientific man, sir, upon this crop. ‘The roots 
of the grass, forming the turf you plow up, 
abound in potash, and this is one of the most 
essential manures for a potato crop; next 
most essential is lime, which acts also as a 
preventive to the rot; salt is an excellent ma- 
nure, but we are so near the sea, that some 
are of opinion that we get enough of this from 
exhalations of the ocean. However, this last 
is a disputed point, and | will not dwell upon 
it. The more mealy the potato, the more | 
starch in it, and this is its principal nutritious | 
quality. Some varieties contain twice as) 
much starch in them as others; and herein 
the kind you cultivate, my good neighbor, 
cannot be excelled. ‘Thousands of bushels 
were lost in our State last year, in conse- 
quence of not selecting the right kind of soil, 
and properly planting and cultivating them, 
and I dare say, notwithstanding your good 
example, Mr. Doolittle, and the clear, explic- 
it information you have just given us of your 
practice, thousands of bushels will share the 
same fate this year; and all because our 
brother farmers will not read and follow so 
excellent an example as yourself. Uncle Sim 
hung his head, looked down and blushed 
deeply at my commendations, but said not a 
word; while the Major paused in his drum- 
ming, and declared he “never knowed, afore, 
that we bad so much larnin’. He shouldn’t 
oppose Mr. Doolittle agin on the tater ques- 
tion; but would start up his oxen now he'd 
got all fixed, and show him sich plowin’ as 
he’d never seen afore.” At this, his splendid 
red team set off with a “‘Go it, Buck, now;” 
and with no other guide for their movements 
than the Major’s voice, while he held the 
plow himself, he turned his furrows as straight 
as one could draw a line, and so evenly I 
doubt whether they varied over an inch in 
depth or width throughout the whole field. 
As he came round in his third land, I was so 
delighted with the movement of his superb 
cattle, I could not but say, well, Major, you 
are really a whole team, that’s certain, and 
you more than make good the old saying, of 
“He that by the plow would thrive, 

Must either hold himself or drive,” 
for you, my good sir, hold and drive, too. 
“Oh, Sargeant, that’s nothin’,” he replied, 
“my oxen, dum beasts as they be, know as 
much, sometimes I think, as some human 
critters; and they will go right o’ themselves 
any how. Some folks is wise, ye know, and 
some be otherwise; and away he started 
again, whistling Yankee Doodle, while he 
kept time to his music by drumming with ei- 
ther palm on bis plow handles. 
Uncle Sim followed with a pair of his re- 
eruited steers, close on the Major’s heels, 
holding the light sub-soil plow himself, while 
his son Bill drove; the Major giving a cheer- 
ing rub-a-dub every time he rounded the end 
of bis furrow, with 4 “‘march along, neighbor, 
don’t fall in the rear; this is the way to stir 
tater land.” “Aye, aye,” said Uncle Sim; 
and as he had two yoke of his steers on the 
ground, he changed them every fourth bout; 
and by thus giving them an alternate breath- 
ing spell, with Bill to flourish the whip, and 
stirring his own legs uncommonly quick, he 
held a pretty even pace with the doughty Ma- 
or. 
f It was a great pleasure to stand by and see 
the glistening plow shares following each oth- 
er almost like things of life, heaving up the 
land so beautifully; and as I wheeled round 




















rily began humming a stanza or two of Mrs. 
plow.” 





to return home to my own work, I involunta- 


Sigourney’s noble bymn of “God save the 


must be paid to their being regularly fed night 
and morning. This attention not only ensures 
plenty of eggs, but attaches them to their 
homes. 

It is best to set the duck eggs under hens, 
as ducks are but indifferent setters and nurs- 
es. Thirteen duck eggs are as many as a hen 
can conveniently cover. One drake to five 
ducks is about the right number for breeding 
purposes, 

As the ducks are being hatched they should 
be taken from the hen and placed in a basket, 
as recommended for young chickens, Boil a 
piece of fresh meat of some kind, chop it 
very fine and mix it with corn-meal dough, 
made with boiled milk, as for the chickens, 
and feed the young ducks. When the ben 
has hatched all out, place ber and her young 
brood under a coop, where they must be reg- 
ularly fed three times a day as above directed. 
They should be kept with the hen until they 
begin to get feathers on the sides of their 
bodies, when they may be turned into the 
poultry yard with the other fowls; but you 
should always recollect that if you expect 
them to become large, fine fowls, you must 
feed them well, not omitting to give them 
occasional meals in which animal food is 
mixed, and that they should be kept dry.— 
Water is the proper element of wild ducks; 
nature has provided them with an oleaginous 
substance that nearly renders them impervious 
to water—not so with the tame or domestic 
duck when young. On being exposed to wet, 
their feathers become ruffled; perhaps this is 
owing to their not being able in a farm yard 
to obtain that kind of food which enables the 
wild duck to secrete that peculiar oil which 
protects their feathers from wet. Be the 
cause what it may, the fact is obvious, that 
young tame ducks, in the early stages of their 
existence, are injured by becoming wet, and 
that disease and death is the consequence. 
‘Therefore, they should be kept in their coops 


| for some weeks of a morning, until the dew 
is exhaled by the snn—and hence their coops, | 


while being made water-tight, should be so 
arranged that they can be kept in them when- 
ever it may be necessary to screen them froin 
rain or dews. Fresh clean water should al- 
ways be before them to drink, but never to 
dabble in. Asthey attain age and become 
feathered, they may have access to ponds or 
running strearms—not before. Their food 


then may be advantageously made of boiled | 


potatoes and corn meal, hommony, and corn. 
While growing, they should at all times be 
plentifully fed, as stinting them while in that 
state, invariably stunts their growth. 

As tame ducks are promiscuous layers and 
will drop their eggs anywhere, they should be 
kept in the duck house of a morning until 
they shall have laid their eggs. 

{American Farmer. 





CULTIVATION OF MELONS. 
There are many varieties of the melon, 
(Cucumis melo,) of which the best may be 
considered as Skillman’s Netted, the Green- 
fleshed Citron, the Green-fleshed Nutmeg, 
the Large Yellow Cantuloup, the Green- 
fleshed Persian, the Musk-scented, and the 
Pineapple. Of these, the first three are gen- 
erally cultivated throughout the United States, 
and abonod in our markets for at least three 
months in the year, 

The soil best suited for the melon, in open 
culture, is a light, sandy loam, similar to that 
of the southerly end of Long Island and the 
adjacent shores of New Jersey. The ground 
should be plowed or spaded, from 12 to 18 
inches deep, and well pulverized with a har- 
row orrake. ‘The proper season for sowing 
is at the time the peach tree is in bloom; for, 
if planted earlier, there would be fear of their 
being cut off by frosts. The seeds may be 
sown in broad bills, 18 inches in diameter, and 
5 feet apart from centre to centre, each sup- 
plied with a shovelful of well-rotted stable or 
barn-yard manure. In order to guard against 
accidents, at least 20 seeds should be scattered 
in a bill, which should be covered with finely 
pulverized earth at about the same depth as 
in planting Indian corn. 

Soon after the plants are up, and begin to 
show their second leaves, they may be weeded 
with a hoe, and a portion of them thinned 
out, still leaving enough to guard against acci- 
dents or the depredation of worms. In the 
course of the summer, before the vines begin 
to spread, two furrows should be run between 
the rows, with a cultivator or plow, turning 
the earth directly from the plants, which 
should again be freed of weeds. A few weeks 
later, a second plowing should take place, 
turning the earth towards the vines, when a 
broad, flat hill should be formed, slightly hol- 
lowing in the middle, so as to receive and re- 
tain the water supplied by irrigation or from 
the fall of rains. After this, no further atteo- 
tion will be required, except in keeping down 
the weeds, and in guarding against worms. 

[American Agriculturist. 

How To RENDER NIGHT SOIL INODOROUS. 
By mixing this substance with burnt mud or 
peat, and finely-pounded charcoal, its odor 
will be instantaneously removed, while they 
will retain the ammonia, by means of the 
power they have of absorbing that substance. 
‘The quantity of charcoal or burnt mud neces- 
sary to be used, will depend on circumstances, 
and can only be determined by actual exper'- 
ment. Asa general rule, ove part, by meas- 
ure, of the charcoal or peat, to five parts of 
the night soil, will be sufficient to remove the 

i ure. 
smell and form a rr — Agricaltoriet 








coop Farminc.— 
Agee tues tense oan, wh the old Roman, 
Columella, was asked what constituted good 
farming, he answered, “‘first good ploughing. 
Co eg en se 

i “ 

— a occasion for good tillage over 
every other consideration. 





God save the plow!” 
. Seacesnt Terrace. 


CEMENTS. 

Isinctass Guve.—For cementing glass, 
and other nice purposes.—Dissolve isingiass 
in proof spirit by a moderate heat, or add to 
it when dissolved in water an equal quantity 
of the spirits of wine. 

This cement may be improved by adding 

to the isinglass, previous to its solution in 
‘spirits, one-third part, in weight, gum ammo- 
nine, and exposing the mixtare to a boiling 
_ heat until dissolved, a drop of the mixture in 
cooling becomes instantly stiff. It is a very 
| valuable cement for preparing insects in fixing 
on their most delicate parts, such as attene, 
legs, wings, &c. It melts at a degree of tem- 
perature, but little exceeding that of the hu- 
; man body, but this property is no objection to 
its use, in cases where, afterward, the articles 
cemented, require to be exposed to a mediate 
degree of heat, as it owes this quality to the 
presence of the spirit alone, which co-oper- 
ates soon after being applied. 

When used to join broken glass or chine, 
the articles to be united should first be warmed 
by immersion io hot water, and the cement 
applied to the edges with a hair pencil, the 
broken parts after being pressed together may 
he keptin their place by binding with a string 
or soft wire. 

Cotoavess Give.—For Light and Trans- 
| parent articles. Take one pound of the shreds 
of parchment, vellum, or clippings of any 
alum dressed leather, boil it in six quarts of 
water until reduced to one quart, and careful- 
ly strain it from the dregs. This should ef- 
terwards be boiled until it becomes of the 
| consistence of glue, and it forms an excellent 
| colorless cement of great tenacity. 


A very strona Warerproor Give.—For 
Sign-boards or articles exposed to the Weath- 
ler. Take common glue and after preparing 
| it in the usual manner for using, add gradu- 

ally about one-eighth in quantity of boiled 
linseed oil, stirring it until it becomes thor- 
oughly mixed. 

A small quantity of powdered chalk added 
to common glue, also makes a very strong and 
excellent cement. 

Another that will resist the weather, may 
| be prepared, by adding two quarts of skimmed 
| milk to half a pound of common glue. 
| Liv Gro e.—For cementing Paper, Silk, 
\thin Leather, $c. Take of isinglass aud 
parchment glue, each one ounce: of sugar- 
candy and gum tragacanth, each two drachous, 
‘to which add an ounce of water and boil to 
the consistence when cold, of common glue. 
‘It ean then be formed into small rolls, or any 
| convenient form for use. 
| ‘This glue when wet with the tongue end 
applied to the edges of paper, silk, &c. will, 
jon their being laid together, and suffered to 

dry, unite them as firmly as any other part of 
the substance. [N. Y. Farmer. 














Six REASONS FOR PLANTING AN ORCHARD. 
1. Would you leave an inheritance to your 
children?—plant an orchard, No other in- 
vestment of money and labor will, in the long 
run, pay so well. 

2. Would you make home pleasant—the 
abode of the social virtues?—plant an or- 
chard. Nothing better promotes, among 

neighbors, a feeling of kindness and good 
will, than a treat of first rate fruit, often re- 
| peated. 
| §. Would you remove from your ebilden 
‘the strongest temptation to steal?—plant an 
| orchard. If children cannot obtain fruit et 
home, they are very apt to steal it; and wih. 
| they have learned to steal fruit, they are in a 
very fair way to learn to steal horses. 

4. Would you cultivate a constant feeling 
of thankfulness towards the great giver of all 
| good?—plantan orchard. By baving constant- 
ily before you one of the greatest blessings 

given to man, you must be hardened indeed 
| if you are not influenced by a spirit of bumil- 
ity and thankfulness. 

5. Would you have your children love 
their home—respect their parents while living 
and venerate their memory when dead—in all 
their wandering look back upon the home of 
their youth as a sacred spot—an oasis in the 
great wilderness of the world?—-plant an or- 
chard. 

6. fo short, if you wish to avail yourself 
of the blessings of a bountiful Providence, 
which are within your reach, you must plant 
an orchard. And when you do it, see that 
you plant good fruit. Don’t plant crab apple 
trees, nor wild plums, nor Indian peaches. 


The best are the cheapest. 
[Poughkeepsie American. 


Wuure-wasn on Faurr Taees. A. J. 
Downing and others, have given it as their 
opinion, that an injurious effect is produced 
on fruit trees by the sun’s rays, when they 
strike the body and limbs with direct force, 
| while the sap is frozen, or when there are sud- 
den changes from cloud to sunshine. The 
writer bas not had sufficient opportunity for 
comparison to form a positive opinion 10 the 
case; but as it has been suggested em 
application of white-wash to ‘ees, 
have the effect to refract the rays of the sun, 
and thus prevent the heat being communicated 
to the trunk and branches, it is proper to no- 
tice any experiments which have a bearing 

bject. 

vee, soley number of the Horticultur- 
jst, the editor states that be took two ther- 
| mometers, which agreed perfectly; and to the 
bulb of one of them he applied a thick coat- 
ing of white-wash and allowed it to become 
dry; the other was left as usual. The result 
| ia given as follows: 
| «After being exposed for an hour to the 
full sunshine, the naked thermometer indicat- 
ed 97°—the thermometer with the white- 
washed bulb only 79°—being a difference of 
18°.” [Albany Cultivator. 


Wuirewssn THAT WILL NOT RUB OFF. 
Mix half a pail of lime and water Ae 
put on the wall; theo take a gill of wheat 
flour, mix it up well in a very little cold wa- 
ter, then pour boiling water over it until it 
thickens—pour it into the whitewash while 
hot, and stir the whole well together. 
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terrible tales about it that 
the wimmin aud children fraid 


’ was a to go to 
io the dark for a inon 
Meekly, and countless wild flowers wake to fling 


Their earliest incense on the gales of spring. 
The reptile that hath lain 
Torpid so long within his wintry tomb, 
mould, ascending from its gloom 
Up to the light again— 
And the lithe snake crawls forth fi 
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Nor unto earth alone— 
Thou hast a blessing for the buman heart, 
Balm for its Wounds 
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